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ADAM17 In vitro studies identified an anti-ADAM17 antibody that 
could help treat inflammatory diseases. Metallopeptidase 
family members have conserved catalytic domains that 
have made it challenging to develop specific inhibitors. In a 
metallopeptidase activity assay, the new antibody inhibited 
ADAM17 activity at nanomolar concentration but did not 
inhibit ADAM10, a closely related metallopeptidase. Next 
steps could include testing the therapeutic potential of the 
antibody in animal models of inflammatory diseases. 
Incyte Corp.’s INCB7839, a small molecule ADAM10 and 
ADAM17 inhibitor, is in Phase II testing in combination with 
Herceptin trastuzumab from Roche’s Genentech Inc. unit to 
treat HER2 (EGFR2; ERBB2; neu)-positive breast cancer.
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