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Cancer

Cancer Ecto-5′-nucleotidase 
(NT5E; NT; CD73)

Mouse studies suggest that inhibiting CD73 could help treat 
cancer and prevent metastasis. In mouse models of colon 
cancer, lymphoma, breast cancer and melanoma, CD73 
deficiency led to smaller tumor size than that in wild-type 
mice. In mice, a CD73 inhibitor and an anti-CD73 mAb 
decreased tumor size and lung metastases compared with 
saline and antibody controls, respectively. Next steps include 
studies in patients to determine whether CD73 expression in 
tumors or immune cells correlates with clinical outcomes.
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