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This week in therapeutics
Autoimmune disease
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Multiple sclerosis 
(MS)

Liver X receptor 
(LXR)

In vitro and mouse studies suggest that agonizing LXR 
could help treat autoimmune diseases including MS. In the 
experimental autoimmune encephalomyelitis (EAE) mouse 
model of MS, Lxr knockout worsened the disease and increased 
T helper type 17 (Th17) cell induction, whereas an LXR agonist 
suppressed the disease and Th17 cell differentiation. Next steps 
could include testing LXR agonists in additional animal models 
of MS. 
Exelixis Inc. and Bristol-Myers Squibb Co. are developing 
XL652, an LXR agonist in Phase I testing to treat metabolic 
disorders.
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