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Infectious disease

Malaria Unknown Mouse studies identified an imidazolopiperazine-
based compound that could help treat malaria. 
In Plasmodium berghei–infected mice, a single 
oral dose of the imidazolopiperazine GNF179 
lowered parasitemia levels by 99.7% and 
prolonged survival compared with chloroquine 
or artesunate. In mice, the imidazolopiperazine 
compound protected against a lethal P. berghei 
sporozoite challenge. Next steps could include 
testing the lead imidazolopiperazine in large 
animal models of malaria infection. 
ASAQ artesunate/amodiaquine, a fixed-dose 
combination of artesunate and amodiaquine from 
Sanofi, is marketed to treat malaria. 
Chloroquine is a generic malaria drug.
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