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Infectious disease

HCV Not applicable In vitro studies suggest a class of cyclic peptides 
could help treat HCV infection. In a human 
cell-based HCV infectivity assay, screening and 
SAR studies of a series of eight-residue, cyclic 
d,l-a-peptides identified multiple compounds 
that prevented viral entry at low micromolar EC50 
values. In the cell lines, two of the hits reduced 
or prevented the spread of HCV compared with 
vehicle. Future studies could include peptide 
optimization and in vivo testing of the lead 
peptides.
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