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Indication Target/marker/pathway
Endocrine/metabolic disease

Diabetes Hepatocyte growth factor/
scatter factor (HGF/SF)

Summary

Studies in cell culture and in mice suggest HGF/
SF could help treat type 2 diabetes. In cultured
human hepatocytes, HGF/SF stimulated glucose

uptake to a level similar to that seen using insulin.

In a mouse model of type 2 diabetes, injection of
HGF/SF plus insulin improved glucose control
compared with injection of insulin alone. Next
steps include further mouse studies to determine
whether short- or long-term HGF/SF treatment
can increase insulin responsiveness and decrease
hypoglycemia.
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