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Cancer

Pancreatic 
cancer

NEDD8 activating enzyme 
(NAE)

In vitro and mouse studies suggest NAE 
inhibitors could help sensitize pancreatic cancers 
to radiation therapy. In mice with human prostate 
cancer xenografts, MLN4924 plus radiation 
inhibited tumor growth better than MLN4924 or 
radiation alone. Next steps could include testing 
whether MLN4924 sensitizes other cancers to 
radiation therapy. 
Takeda Pharmaceutical Co. Ltd.’s Millennium 
Pharmaceuticals Inc. subsidiary has MLN4924 in 
Phase I testing to treat various cancers.
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