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Cancer

Colon cancer Chitinase 3-like 1 cartilage 
glycoprotein-39 (CHI3L1; 
YKL40)

Cell culture and mouse studies suggest inhibiting 
CHI3L1 could help treat colorectal cancer. In 
xenograft mice, colon cancer cells overexpressing 
CHI3L1 had greater tumor growth than colon 
cancer cells with normal CHI3L1 expression. 
In human colorectal cancer cells, CHI3L1-
specific microRNA suppressed cell proliferation 
compared with scrambled miRNA control.  Next 
steps could include identifying an inhibitor of 
CHI3L1.
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