
the distillery

SciBX: Science–Business eXchange	 Copyright © 2011 Nature Publishing Group� 1

This week in therapeutics

Indication Target/marker/pathway Summary Licensing status
Publication and contact  
information

Autoimmune disease

Rheumatoid 
arthritis (RA)

Integrin a9 Studies in mice suggest antagonizing integrin a9 
could help treat RA. In a mouse model of RA, 
an anti–integrin a9 mAb lowered production 
of the proinflammatory cytokine Il-17 and the 
severity of RA symptoms compared with control 
mAbs. Next steps include producing a humanized 
version of the anti–integrin a9 mAbs and 
testing them in nonhuman primate models of 
inflammatory and autoimmune diseases.
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