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Dermatology

Dermal ulcers Heat shock protein 90 
(Hsp90); platelet derived 
growth factor BB (PDGFBB)

Studies in mice identified an Hsp90-derived 
peptide that could help promote wound healing. 
Previous studies have shown that the wound 
healing effects of PDGFBB require Hsp90. In 
mouse models of acute and chronic diabetic 
wounds, a topical Hsp90-derived peptide 
decreased wound size more quickly than 
Regranex becaplermin. Next steps include 
producing the peptide under GMP guidelines 
and testing it in pig wound models. 
Regranex, a gel formulation of recombinant 
PDGFBB, is marketed by Johnson & Johnson to 
treat diabetic foot ulcers.
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