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Cancer

Cancer Signal regulatory protein-a 
(SIRPA); CD47

Studies in cell culture suggest inhibiting 
interactions between SIRPA and CD47 could 
improve the efficacy of therapeutic mAbs. In 
a breast cancer cell line, combining Herceptin 
trastuzumab with an anti-SIRPA antibody 
increased cell killing compared with Herceptin 
alone. Next steps include developing additional 
SIRPA-targeting antibodies. 
Roche’s Genentech Inc. unit markets Herceptin, 
an anti-HER2 (EGFR2; ERBB2; neu) antibody, to 
treat breast and gastric cancers.
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