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Neurology

Alzheimer’s 
disease (AD)

Corticotropin-releasing 
factor 1 (CRF1); 
microtubule-associated 
protein-t (MAPT; TAU; 
FTDP-17)

Mouse studies suggest antagonists of the stress 
response hormone CRF1 could help prevent 
AD. In a transgenic mutant Tau mouse model 
of AD, chronic stress increased hippocampal 
levels of phosphorylated Tau, Tau inclusions, 
neurodegeneration and memory deficits 
compared with no stress. In the same chronically 
stressed mice, pretreatment with a CRF1 
antagonist decreased all previously mentioned 
parameters compared with vehicle. Future studies 
could include testing whether CRF1 antagonists 
reverse the effects of chronic stress in the AD 
models.
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