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This week in therapeutics
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Cancer

Pancreatic 
cancer

CXC chemokine receptor 2 
(CXCR2; IL8RB)

A study in mice suggests antagonizing 
CXCR2 could help treat pancreatic ductal 
adenocarcinoma. In a mouse model of 
the disease, a Cxcr2 inhibitor plus the 
chemotherapeutic gemcitabine decreased 
tumor growth compared with either drug alone. 
Next steps include optimizing the dosing of 
gemcitabine and a CXCR2 inhibitor. 
At least four companies have CXCR2 antagonists 
in clinical trials for pulmonary or transplant 
indications.
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