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Disease models

Candida albicans–
infected mouse model of 
vulvar pain (vulvodynia)

Mouse models that demonstrate a causal role between C. albicans 
infection and vulvodynia could be useful for testing therapies. In mouse 
models of recurrent or lengthy C. albicans infection of the vulva, up to 
86% developed vulvodynia compared with <10% of uninfected controls. 
Ongoing work includes screening potential therapies to treat vulvodynia 
in the models. 
Pfizer Inc. markets Diflucan fluconazole, a synthetic triazole antifungal 
that inhibits fungal cytochrome P450 C-14 a-demethylase (cyp51), to 
treat Candida and other infections.
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