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Neurology

Depression Oxytocin receptor (OXTR) A study in humans suggests modulating OXTR 
could be useful for treating mood disorders 
including depression. In a psychological 
assessment of 326 subjects, carriers of the A 
allele of OXTR had lower optimism and self-
esteem than individuals homozygous for the 
more common G allele (p=0.031 and p=0.004, 
respectively). Next steps include determining 
the functional differences between the G 
and A alleles of OXTR and testing whether 
pharmacological modulation of OXTR can affect 
psychological characteristics. 
Trigemina Inc. has nasally delivered oxytocin in 
Phase IIa testing for chronic headache. 
Pastorus Pharma LLC has nasally delivered 
oxytocin in preclinical development for autism 
spectrum disorder (ASD) and schizophrenia.
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