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Assays & screens

Genomewide RNAi-
based screen for 
host factors required 
for influenza virus 
replication

An RNAi-based genomewide screen to identify host factors required for 
influenza virus replication could guide the discovery of new therapeutic 
targets. An influenza reporter system and a small interfering RNA library 
identified 295 human genes required for influenza virus replication. In 
a virus infection assay, siRNA knockdown of 23 of those genes inhibited 
viral entry into cells. Next steps include identifying and optimizing 
compounds to target some of the identified genes.
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