
the distillery

SciBX: Science–Business eXchange	 Copyright © 2010 Nature Publishing Group� 1

This week in techniques

Approach Summary Licensing status
Publication and contact 
information

Disease models

Mouse model of 
ependymoma

A new mouse model could help identify therapies for CNS tumors. Mice 
implanted with embryonic cerebral neural stem cells deficient in cyclin 
dependent kinase inhibitor 2A (Cdkn2a; Ink4a; Arf) and overexpressing EPH 
receptor B2 (Ephb2) developed brain tumors with qualities similar to those of 
human supratentorial ependymomas, which affect the ventricular system of the 
brain and spinal cord. Ongoing work includes a high throughput screen using 
the ependymoma stem cells to identify therapeutics.
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