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Disease models

Mouse models of breast 
cancer 2 early onset 
(Brca2)-associated 
prostate cancer

A new mouse model could help guide development of prostate cancer 
therapies. In mice with a functionally disrupted Brca2 gene in prostate 
epithelia, low-grade intraepithelial neoplasia developed in 15–20 months. 
Deletion of tumor protein p53 (Tp53; p53), a gene known to interact with Brca2, 
led to the development of high-grade intraepithelial neoplasia. Next steps could 
include using the mice to study the cellular response to therapeutics.
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