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Neurology
Spinal cord Not applicable
injury (SCI)

Summary

A study in mice suggests that induced pluripotent stem (iPS) cells
could help treat SCI. Clusters of cells called neurospheres were
generated from nontumorigenic mouse embryonic fibroblasts
and transplanted into the injured spinal cords of mice. Those
mice had greater hind-limb functional recovery than animals
given saline buffer control. The neurospheres differentiated into
mature oligodendrocytes, promoted remyelination and were
nontumorigenic. Next steps include identifying nontumorigenic
human iPS cell clones and testing them in mice with SCIL
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