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Infectious disease

Influenza virus Influenza A virus 
hemagglutinin (HA)

A study in mice identified an epitope derived from a highly 
conserved region of HA that could help prevent influenza 
infection. In mice challenged with a lethal dose of influenza, 
immunization with a peptide derived from the conserved region 
increased survival compared with no immunization. Next steps 
could include designing peptides that provide immunity across 
multiple HA subtypes. 
FluMist, a live attenuated influenza vaccine from AstraZeneca 
plc’s MedImmune LLC unit, is marketed to prevent influenza 
infection. 
VaxInnate Corp.’s VAX125, an influenza A vaccine targeting HA, 
is in Phase II testing. 
Vaxart Inc.’s ND1 Avian flu vaccine, which targets HA, is in 
preclinical testing.
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