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Cancer

Brain cancer ST6-N-acetylgalactosaminide 
α-2,6-sialyltransferase 5 
(ST6GALNAC5)

Studies in mice and in cell culture suggest that 
increasing ST6GALNAC5 expression could help treat 
gliomas. In a human glioma cell line, vector-based 
overexpression of ST6GALNAC5 reduced invasiveness 
compared with that in human glioma cell lines 
treated with empty vector. In mice implanted with 
ST6GALNAC5-overexpressing glioma cells, tumors 
were between one-fifth and one-fourth the size of 
those in vector-transfected control cells. Next steps 
could include identifying compounds that increase 
ST6GALNAC5 expression in glioma cells.
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