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Cardiovascular disease

Thrombosis SH2B adaptor 
protein 3 
(SH2B3; LNK)

In vitro and mouse studies suggest that inhibiting LNK 
could help prevent thrombosis and cardiovascular disease. 
In injured Lnk–/– mice, thrombus formation was lower 
than that in wild-type mice. In vitro, Lnk–/– platelets were 
less able to spread over a fibrinogen-coated surface and 
had impaired clot retraction compared with wild-type 
platelets. Next steps include identifying the mechanism by 
which LNK influences platelet signaling and developing 
methods for cell-specific or functional domain–specific 
LNK modulation.
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