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Hematology

Sickle cell disease Histone deacetylase 
(HDAC)

A study in humans suggests that the HDAC inhibitor 
panobinostat may be useful for treating sickle 
cell disease. Increasing fetal hemoglobin levels is 
the primary means of treating sickle cell disease. 
Analysis of blood samples from Hodgkin’s lymphoma 
patients treated with panobinostat showed that fetal 
hemoglobin levels doubled from pretreatment levels. 
Next steps include a clinical trial of HDAC inhibitor 
Zolinza vorinostat in sickle cell patients. 
Novartis AG’s panobinostat (LBH589) is in Phase II 
testing to treat Hodgkin’s lymphoma.  
Merck & Co. Inc. markets Zolinza vorinostat 
(suberoylanilide hydroxamic acid) to treat cutaneous 
T cell lymphoma (CTCL).
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