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Cancer

Pancreatic cancer Transforming growth 
factor-α (TGFA; 
TGFα); heparin-
binding EGF-like 
growth factor 
(HBEGF)

Mouse studies suggest that antibodies targeting 
EGFR ligands could increase the efficacy of 
chemotherapy to treat pancreatic cancer. In a mouse 
xenograft model of pancreatic cancer, gemcitabine 
plus two antibodies against the EGFR ligands 
TGFα and HBEGF led to increased inhibition of 
tumor growth compared with any therapy alone or 
saline control. Next steps include humanizing the 
antibodies for further testing in pancreatic cancer 
and exploring the potential of the approach in other 
cancers. 
Eli Lilly and Co. markets Gemzar gemcitabine to 
treat various cancers including pancreatic cancer.
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