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Cancer

Breast cancer Aromatase In vitro studies identified xanthone-based aromatase 
inhibitors that could help treat hormone-dependent 
breast cancer. Derivatives of the generic aromatase 
inhibitor xanthone showed greater inhibitory 
potency than the parent compound in a human 
placental microsome assay. Next steps include in vivo 
analysis of the compounds’ biological activity. 
Marketed aromatase inhibitors for breast cancer 
include AstraZeneca plc’s Arimidex anastrozole, 
Novartis AG’s Femara letrozole and Pfizer Inc.’s 
Aromasin exemestane.
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