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Breast cancer early 
onset (BRCA) profile for 
predicting chemotherapy 
responsiveness and 
patient outcome in 
epithelial ovarian cancer

A study in humans suggests that a microarray gene expression profile 
resembling that seen in cases associated with BRCA mutations could help 
predict chemotherapy responsiveness and outcomes in epithelial ovarian 
cancer. Subjects having ovarian cancer with a BRCA-like profile had higher 
disease-free and overall survival than did those with a non-BRCA-like 
profile (p=0.013 and p=0.006, respectively). In 80% of subjects, the BRCA-
like profile accurately predicted responsiveness to platinum chemotherapy. 
Next steps include studying the mechanisms responsible for the association 
between the BRCA-like profile and response to chemotherapy.
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