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Markers for pediatric and 
adult medulloblastoma

A study in humans suggests that markers for medulloblastoma are 
different in adult and pediatric patients, and identifying them could 
help guide age-specific treatment decisions. In adult medulloblastomas, 
amplification of cyclin-dependent kinase 6 (CDK6), loss of chromosome 
10q or gain of chromosome 17q were all significantly associated with 
reduced overall survival (p=0.002, p=0.007 and p=0.02, respectively). In 
pediatric medulloblastomas, amplification of v-myc myelocytomatosis 
viral-related oncogene neuroblastoma derived (MYCN; NMYC) or gain 
of chromosome 17q were significantly associated with reduced overall 
survival (p<0.001 and p=0.02, respectively). Next steps include validating 
the results in separate cohorts of pediatric and adult patients.
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