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A study in mice and in cell culture identified a
ferroquine derivative, trioxaferroquine, which
could help treat malaria. In two strains of
chloroquine-resistant Plasmodium falciparum,
trioxaferroquine had antimalarial activity with
IC,, values of 20 and 17 nM. In mice infected
with P. vinckei petteri, trioxaferroquine reduced
parasite load and increased survival compared
with no treatment. Next steps could include
developing trioxaferroquines with improved
antiparasitic activity.

The generic chloroquine is approved to treat
malaria.

sanofi-aventis Group’s chloroquine derivative,
ferroquine (SSR97193), is in Phase II testing to
treat malaria.
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