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Cardiovascular disease

Atherosclerosis NLR family pyrin 
domain containing 3 
(NLRP3; NALP3)

A study in mice suggests that antagonizing 
the NLRP3 inflammasome could help treat 
atherosclerosis. In mice fed a high-cholesterol diet, 
bone marrow reconstitution using NLRP3-deficient 
cells increased resistance to the development of 
atherosclerosis compared with that seen upon bone 
marrow reconstitution using wild-type cells. Next 
steps include identifying and testing small molecule 
inflammasome inhibitors in mouse models of 
atherosclerosis.
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