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Cancer
Liver cancer Scavenger receptor 

class A member 5 
(SCARA5)

Mouse studies identified SCARA5 as a tumor suppressor 
and suggest that increasing its activity could help treat 
hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). In mice, injection of 
human HCC cells overexpressing SCARA5 led to less 
tumor growth and metastasis than occurred in controls 
expressing normal levels of SCARA5. Conversely, small 
hairpin RNA–mediated SCARA5 knockdown resulted 
in increased tumorigenicity, metastasis and invasiveness 
compared with control shRNA treatment. Next steps 
could include developing strategies to increase SCARA5 
signaling in cell and animal models of HCC.
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