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Pulmonary disease

Pulmonary fibrosis IL-17 (IL-17A) A study in patient samples and in mice suggests 
that inhibiting IL-17A could help treat idiopathic 
pulmonary fibrosis (IPF). In mouse models 
of bleomycin-induced and Il-1β–induced 
pulmonary fibrosis, Il-17a knockout reduced 
disease severity compared with that in wild-type 
controls. Samples from IPF patients had higher 
levels of IL-17A than samples from healthy 
volunteers. Next steps could include finding 
patient subsets that overexpress IL-17A and 
generating a mAb against IL-17A or its receptors.
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