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Endocrine disease

Diabetes Regulatory factor X 
6 (RFX6)

In vitro and mouse studies suggest that increasing 
levels of the transcription factor RFX6 could help 
generate β-islet cells to treat diabetes. In mice, 
Rfx6 deficiency prevented generation of normal 
pancreatic islets during development compared 
with that in wild-type controls. Next steps could 
include determining how RFX6 helps generate 
pancreatic islets and how to use RFX6 to produce 
new pancreatic β-islet cells for diabetic patients.
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