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Assays & screens

DNA-based microarray 
platform to identify 
bacterial species in sepsis 
patients

A study of patient blood samples suggests that a DNA-based microarray 
screening platform could help identify bacterial species in sepsis patients 
faster than conventional methods. The microarray identified over 50 
bacterial species in blood culture samples from sepsis patients and was 
about 18 hours faster than conventional culture methods. The microarray 
screen had 95% sensitivity and a specificity of about 99%. Next steps 
could involve confirming the method in additional sepsis cases or 
including more bacterial species on the microarray.
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