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Neurology

Stroke Death-associated 
protein kinase 1 
(DAPK1); NMDA 
receptor NR2B 
subtype (NR2B; 
GRIN2B)

Studies in mice suggest that inhibiting DAPK1 
could help prevent neuronal damage from stroke. 
In two models of cerebral ischemia, Dapk1 
knockout led to less neuronal damage and smaller 
infarct size than wild-type Dapk1 expression. Wild-
type mice treated with an NR2B fusion peptide 
60 minutes before or after ischemia had smaller 
infarct size than untreated controls. Ongoing work 
includes testing an optimized version of the fusion 
peptide in models of stroke.
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