
the distillery

SciBX: Science–Business eXchange	 Copyright © 2010 Nature Publishing Group� 1

This week in therapeutics

Indication
Target/marker/
pathway Summary Licensing status

Publication and contact  
information

Cardiovascular disease

Myocardial 
infarction (MI)

Growth hormone 
releasing hormone 
(GHRH)

In vitro and rat studies suggest that activating 
GHRH signaling in the heart could help reduce 
damage after acute MI. In rat MI models, a GHRH 
agonist, JI-38, reduced cardiac fibrosis and slowed 
the decline of cardiac function compared with 
placebo. In vitro, JI-38 increased levels of cardiac 
precursor cells and antiapoptotic gene expression. 
Next steps include studies with JI-38 in larger 
animals prior to submitting an IND for a Phase I 
trial to prevent cardiac damage following MI.
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