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Infectious disease
HIV/AIDS HIV reverse 

transcriptase
A study in cell culture and in rodents identified 
a non-nucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitor 
(NNRTI) that could help treat HIV infection. 
In vitro, 10-chloromethyl-11-demethyl-12-oxo-
calanolide A had antiviral activity with nanomolar 
EC50 values against multiple mutant HIV strains. 
Mice tolerated a single oral dose. Next steps include 
ongoing long-term toxicity studies. 
At least eight companies have NNRTIs in 
development stages ranging from preclinical to 
marketed to treat HIV/AIDS.
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