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Thrombocytopenia; 
thrombosis

Syk tyrosine kinase 
(SYK)

A study in mice suggests that inhibiting SYK could 
help prevent heparin-induced thrombocytopenia 
and thrombosis. In a mouse model of heparin-
induced thrombocytopenia, the SYK inhibitor 
PRT060318 prevented decreases in platelet counts 
and reduced thrombosis in the lungs compared 
with vehicle controls. Next steps include evaluating 
PRT060318 in additional preclinical models of 
heparin-induced thrombocytopenia. 
Portola Pharmaceuticals Inc.’s PRT062607, an oral 
SYK inhibitor that is a follow-on to PRT060318, is 
in Phase I testing for rheumatoid arthritis (RA). 
At least three other companies have SYK inhibitors 
in clinical or preclinical testing for various 
indications.
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