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Imaging

Neural signatures from 
functional MRI brain 
scans to help diagnose 
autism spectrum 
disorders

Imaging studies identified neural signatures that could be used to 
diagnose autism. Functional MRI brain imaging of autistic and non-
autistic children who viewed coherent and scrambled light images 
showed that autism spectrum disorders were associated with distinct 
neurological signatures. Next steps include testing whether the technique 
can prospectively distinguish children with autism spectrum disorders 
from non-autistic children.
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