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Cancer

Cancer Fibroblast activation 
protein (FAP)

Mouse studies suggest that eliminating FAP-expressing 
cells in the tumor microenvironment could improve 
responses to cancer immunotherapy. In transgenic mice 
with conditional knockout of Fap-expressing cells, a vaccinia 
virus–based cancer vaccine suppressed growth of established 
subcutaneous tumors. Tumor growth was not suppressed 
in mice with Fap-expressing cells present in the tumor 
microenvironment. 
Next steps include identifying a way to target FAP-expressing 
cells in the tumor microenvironment.  
Life Science Pharmaceuticals Inc.’s f19, a chimeric antibody 
targeting FAP, is in Phase I testing to treat solid tumors.
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