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Endocrine disease

Diabetes Natural cytotoxicity 
triggering receptor 1 
(NCR1; NKP46)

A study in mice suggests that inhibiting NKP46 
could help prevent type 1 diabetes. Streptozotocin-
induced type 1 diabetes was lower in Nkp46-
deficient mice than in wild-type controls (p<0.01). 
In a mouse model of diabetes, an Nkp46-Ig fusion 
protein generated NKp46-specific antibodies 
that blocked Nkp46 signaling and reduced the 
development of diabetes compared with no 
treatment (p<0.0002). Next steps include identifying 
the endogenous ligand for NKP46.
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