
the distillery

SciBX: Science–Business eXchange Copyright © 2010 Nature Publishing Group 1

This week in techniques

Approach Summary
Licensing 
status

Publication and contact 
information

Disease models

Mouse model of 
human breast cancer 
stem cell–induced 
metastasis

A mouse model of breast cancer that recapitulates all stages of human breast 
cancer, from initiation through metastasis, could help identify new therapies for 
the disease. Implantation of human breast tumor slices into the mouse mammary 
fat pad triggered human disease initiation, progression and metastasis. In the 
mice, labeling breast cancer stem cells allowed detection of lung and lymph node 
micrometastases and showed that the stem cells drive metastasis. Next steps 
could include testing the effects of therapies in the model.
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