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Dermatology

Wounds Growth hormone–
releasing hormone 
(GHRH); 
GHRH receptor 
(GHRHR)

Mouse studies suggest that GHRHR agonists could help treat 
skin wounds. In a mouse model of skin wounds, topical GHRH 
or a GHRHR agonist increased fibroblast density and the rate 
of healing compared with those of untreated control wounds on 
the same animal. Ongoing work includes testing other GHRH 
analogs in animal models of skin wounds. 
Theratechnologies Inc.’s GHRH analog Tesamorelin (TH9507) 
is in registration to treat lipodystrophy in HIV-infected patients 
and in Phase II testing to treat abdominal obesity and cognitive 
dysfunction. 
Akela Pharma Inc.’s peptide analog of GHRH is in Phase II 
testing to treat cachexia in patients with chronic renal failure.
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