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An 11-gene network 
associated with lipid 
levels

A study in human samples defined an immune response network 
associated with serum lipid levels that could help predict risk for 
atherosclerosis. In blood extracts from a cohort of 631 unrelated Finnish 
individuals, genomewide analysis was used to define an 11-gene immune 
response network that was associated with serum apolipoprotein B 
(APOB; p=3.06×10–6), high-density lipoprotein cholesterol (p=5.62×10–7) 
and triglyceride (p=2.44×10–29) levels. Next steps could include 
developing a genetic test to assess atherosclerosis risk based on this group 
of genes.
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