
the distillery

SciBX: Science–Business eXchange Copyright © 2010 Nature Publishing Group 1

This week in therapeutics

Indication
Target/marker/
pathway Summary Licensing status

Publication and contact  
information

Ophthalmic disease

Glaucoma Caveolin 1 caveolae 
protein 22kDa 
(CAV1); caveolin 2 
(CAV2)

Genomewide association studies identified a SNP that 
could help predict risk of primary open-angle glaucoma. In 
a genetic analysis, primary open-angle patients of Icelandic 
descent had greater occurrence of a common sequence 
variant, rs4236601, near CAV1 and CAV2 than healthy 
controls (p=5×10–10). The variant also was significantly 
associated with the disease in both a Chinese and a 
Swedish, U.K. and Australian replication cohort. Future 
work could include integrating the SNP into a genetic test 
for glaucoma.
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