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Cancer

Colorectal cancer PD-1 receptor 
(PDCD1; PD-1; 
CD279); programmed 
cell death 1 ligand 1 
(CD274 molecule; 
PD-L1; B7-H1); 
hepatitis A virus 
cellular receptor 2 
(HAVCR2; TIM3)

A study in mice suggests that combined inhibition of TIM3 
and PD-1 pathways could help treat colorectal cancer. In 
mice with colon adenocarcinoma cells, an antibody against 
PD-L1 plus an antibody against TIM3 decreased tumor size 
compared with either antibody alone. Next steps include 
developing dual inhibitors of PD-1 and TIM3.
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Sakuishi, K. et al. J. Exp. Med.; 
published online Sept. 6, 2010; 
doi:10.1084/jem.20100643 
Contact: Ana C. Anderson, 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
and Harvard Medical School, 
Boston, Mass. 
e-mail: 
aanderson@rics.bwh.harvard.edu 
Contact: Vijay K. Kuchroo, 
same affiliation as above 
e-mail: 
vkuchroo@rics.bwh.harvard.edu
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