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Cancer Inhibitor of 
apoptosis (IAP)

A study in mice suggests that IAP antagonists could help increase 
the efficacy of cancer vaccines. In mice, irradiated melanoma 
cells treated with an IAP antagonist showed less growth than 
irradiated cells treated with a control compound (p=0.02). Also in 
mice, the IAP antagonist plus GVAX immunotherapy decreased 
tumor growth compared with either treatment alone (p<0.05). 
Next steps could include optimizing the delivery protocol for the 
IAP antagonists plus a cancer vaccine. 
BioSante Pharmaceuticals Inc.’s GVAX, an allogeneic cancer 
vaccine engineered to secrete granulocyte macrophage-colony 
stimulating factor (CSF2; GM-CSF) plus irradiated autologous 
cells, is in Phase II testing for multiple types of cancer.
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