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Autoimmune disease

Psoriasis VEGF receptor 3 
(FLT4; VEGFR-3); 
VEGF-C

Mouse studies suggest that increasing VEGFR-3 signaling could 
help treat psoriasis and chronic inflammatory skin disorders 
that are associated with increased angiogenesis and impaired 
lymphatic flow. In a transgenic mouse model of chronic skin 
inflammation, genetic upregulation of VEGF-C, which activates 
VEGFR-3, decreased skin inflammation and improved lymphatic 
vessel function compared with normal expression of VEGF-C. 
Next steps include identifying small molecules that stimulate 
VEGFR-3-mediated lymphangiogenesis.
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