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Neurology

Addiction Aldehyde 
dehydrogenase 2 
family mitochondrial 
(ALDH2)

In vitro and rat studies suggest that inhibiting 
ALDH2 could help treat cocaine addiction and 
prevent addiction relapse. In a rat model of cocaine 
addiction and relapse, a selective ALDH2 inhibitor, 
CVT-10216, reduced cocaine-seeking and relapse 
behavior compared with vehicle control. Gilead 
Sciences Inc. plans to continue preclinical testing of 
CVT-10216 to treat cocaine addiction. 
Catalyst Pharmaceutical Partners Inc. has the 
γ-aminobutyric acid transaminase (GABA-T) 
inhibitors vigabatrin (CPP-109) and CPP-115 in 
Phase II and preclinical testing, respectively, to treat 
cocaine addiction. 
Embera NeuroTherapeutics Inc.’s EMB 001, an 
oral combination consisting of two undisclosed 
generic drugs, is in Phase Ib testing to treat cocaine 
addiction.
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