
the distillery

SciBX: Science–Business eXchange Copyright © 2009 Nature Publishing Group �

This week in techniques

Approach Summary
Licensing 
status

Publication and contact 
information

Disease models

Chimeric mouse model 
of airway epithelial 
stem cell function

A chimeric mouse model of airway epithelial stem cell function could 
help identify new treatments for pulmonary disease. The chimeric 
mouse had both wild-type cells and green fluorescent protein–
expressing cells. The model revealed that airway epithelial stem cells 
become activated and proliferate to form large tissue patches during 
the repair process in response to severe airway injury. Next steps could 
include evaluating the chimeric mouse in additional models of lung 
injury.
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