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Neurology

Pain Neurotrophic 
tyrosine kinase 
receptor 2 (NTRK2; 
TrkB)

Studies in mice suggest that inhibiting TrkB could 
be useful for treating pain. In mice, selective 
inhibition of TrkB autophosphorylation prevented 
the development of a tissue-induced and nerve 
injury–induced pain response compared with 
what was seen in wild-type mice. Inhibition 
of TrkB also prevented prolonged mechanical 
hypersensitivity compared with that seen in 
controls. Next steps include developing small 
molecule inhibitors of TrkB.
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